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The min & frights itfelf with any thing reflected on in grofs, 
and at a difta-nce : things thus offered to the mind, carry the 
jffiew of nothing but difficulty. Locke. 

Whence glaring oft with many a broaden’d orb, 

He frights the nations. Thomfori s Autumn . 

Fright, n. f. [from the verb.] A hidden terrour. 

You, if your goodnefs does not plead my caufe. 

May think I broke all hofpitable laws, 

To bear you from your palace-yard by might, 

And put your noble perfon in a fright. Dryden • 

ToFri'ghten. v. a. Toterrify; to fhock with dread. 

The rugged bear’s, or fpotted lynx’s brood, 

Frighten the valleys and infeft the wood. Prior . 

Fri'ghtful. adj. [from fright .] 

I. Terrible; dreadful; full of terrour. 

Tetchy and wayward was thy infancy, 

Thy fchooidays frightful, defp’rate, wild, and furious. Shak. 

Without aid you durft not undertake 
This frightful paffage o’er the Stygian lake. Dryden' s Mn. 

1 . A cant word among women for any thing unpleaffng. 
Fri'ghtfully. adv. [from frightful. ] 
j . Dreadfully ; horribly. 

This will make a prodigious mafs of water, and looks fright- 
fully to the imagination ; ’tis huge and great. Burnet. 

2. Difagreeably ; not beautifully. A woman’s word. 

Then to her glafs ; and Betty, pray, 

Don’t I look frightfully to-day? Swift. 

Fri'ghtfulness. n.f [from frightful.'] The power of im- 
prcffing terrour. 

FRI GID, adj. [ frigidus , Latin.] 

1 . Cold ; without warmth. In this fenfe it is feldom ufed but 
in fcience. 

In the torrid zone the heat would have been intolerable, 
and in the frigid zones the cold would have deftroyed both 
animals and vegetables. Cheyne’s Phil. Princ. 

2. Without warmth of affeffion. 

3. Impotent ; without warmth of body. 

4. Dull ; without fire of fancy. 

If juftice Phillip’s coftive head 
Some frigid rhymes difburfes, 

They fhall like Perfian tales be read. 

And glad both babes and nurfes. Swift. 

Frigidity, n.f. [frigiditas, Latin.]' 

1 . Coldnefs ; want of warmth. 

2. Dulnefs ; want of intelle&ual fire. 

Driving at thefe as at the higheft elegancies, which are but 
the frigidities of wit. Brown's Vulgar Errours, b. i. c. 9. 

Of the two extremes, one would fooner pardon phrenzy 
than frigidity. Popes Preface to the Iliad. 

3. Want of corporeal warmth. 

The boiling blood of youth agitating the fluid air, hinders 
that ferenity which is neceffary to fo fevere an intentnefs ; and 
; the frigidity of decrepit age is as much its enemy, by reafon 
of its dulling moifture. Glanv.Scepf. c. 14* 

4. Coldnefs of affe&ion. 

Fri'cidly. adv. [from frigid.'] Coldly; dully; without af- 
fection. 

Fri'gidness. n.f. [from frigid.] Coldnefs; dulnefs; want 

of affection. . n r 

Frigori'fick. adj. [ frigorifcus , frigus and facto, Gat.] Earning 
cold. A word ufed in lcience. 

Frigorifck atoms or particles mean thofe nitrous falts which 
float in the air in cold weather, and occafion freezing. Quincy. 
To Frill, v. a. [frilleux, French.] To quake or fhiver with 
cold. Ufed of a hawk ; as, the hawk frills. Dill. 

FRINGE, n.f. [friggio, Italian; frange, French.] Orna- 
mental appendages added to drefs or furniture. 

Thofe offices and dignities were but the facings or fringes 
. of his greatnefs. ^ otton. 

The golden fringe ev’n fet the ground on flame, 

And drew a precious trail. Dryderis Flower and Leaf. 

The fhadows of all bodies, in this light, were bordered 
with three parallel fringes, or bands of coloured light, where- 
of that which was contiguous to the Ihadow wasbroadeft and 
moft luminous ; and that which was remoteft from it was nar- 
rowed, and fo faint as not eafily to be vifible. Newton's Opt. 
To Fringe, v. a. [from the noun.] To adorn with fringes; 
to decorate with ornamental appendages. 

Either fide of the bank, fringed with moft beautiful trees, 
refilled the fun’s darts. _ Sidney, b. ii. 

Of filver wings he took a (hining pair. 

Fringed with gold. Fairfax, fan. 14. 

Here, by the facred bramble ting’d. 

My petticoat is doubly fring'd. Swift. 

Fri'pperer. n.J. [from frippier , French.] One who deals in 
old things vamped up. 

Fri'ppery. n.f [fripperie, French; f ripper ia, Italian.] 

1. The place where old cloaths are fold. 

Oh, oh, monfter, we know what belongs to a frippery. 

Shakefpeare's Temp eft. 

") Lurana is a frippery of bankrupts, who fly thither from 

Druina to play their after-game. Rowel's Vocal Forref . 
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2. Old cloaths ; caft drefles ; tattered rags. 

Poor poet ape, that would be thought our chief, 

Whofe works are e’en the frippery of wit ; 

From brocage is become fo bold a thief, 

As we, the robb’d, leave rage, and pity it. Ben. Jobnfon. 

The fighting-place now feamens rage fupply. 

And all the tackling is a frippery. Donne. 

Ragfair is a place near the Tower of London, where old 
cloaths and. frippery are fold. Notes to Pope's Dunciad. 

To FRISK, v. n. [ frizzare , Italian.] 

1. To leap ; to lkip. 

Put water into a glafs, and wet your finger, and draw it 
round about the lip of the glafs, preffing it fomewhat hard; 
and after drawing it fome few times about, it will make the 
water frijk and fprinkle up in a fine dew. Bacon’s Nat. Rift. 
The fifh fell a frifking in the net. Id hf range' s Fables . 

Whether every one hath experimented this troublefome 
intrufion of fome frifking ideas, which thus importune the 
underftanding, and hinder it from being better employed, I 
know not. Locke . 

2. To dance in frolick or gaiety. 

We are as twinn’d lamb, that Aid frijk i’ th’ fun. 

And bleat the one at the other: what we chang’d. 

Was innocence for innocence; we knew not 
The dodtrine of ill-doing. Shakefpeare's Winter's Tale. 
About them frifking play’d 

All beafts of th’ earth. Milton's Paradife Loft, b. iv. 

A wanton heifer frijked up and down in a meadow, at eafe 
and pleafure. L' Eft range.. 

Watch the quick motions of the frifking tail. 

Then ferve their fury with the rufhing male. Dryd. Virgil. 

So Bacchus through the conquer’d Indies rode, 

And beafts in gambols frijk' d before their honeft god. Dryd. 

Oft to the mountains airy tops advanc’d, 

Th efriftzing fatyrs on the fummits danc’d. Addijon. 

Thofe mer ry blades, 

That frijk it under Pindus’ {hades. Prior. 

Peg faints at the found of an organ, and yet will dance and 
frijk at the noife of a bagpipe. Arbuthn. Rift, of John Bull. 
Sly hunters thus, in Borneo’s ifle, 

To catch a monkey by a wile. 

The mimick animal amufe ; 

They place before him gloves and {hoes ; 

Which when the brute puts aukward on. 

All his agility is gone : 
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In vain to frijk or climb he tries ; 

The huntfmen feize the grinning prize.' Swift. 

Frisk, n.f. [from the verb.] A frolick} a fit of wanton 
gaiety. 

Fri'sker. n.f [from frijk.'] A wanton; one not conftant or 
fettled. 

Now I will wear this, and now I will wear that ; 

Now I will wear I cannot tell what : 

All new faftuons be pleafant to me : 

Now I am a frijk er, all men on me look ; 

What fliould I do but fet cock on the hoop ? Camden , 
Fri'skiness. n.f. [from frijk.] Gaiety; livelinefs. Alow 
word. 

Fri'sky. adj. [frifque, French, from frijk.] Gay ; airy. A 
low word. 

Frit. n.f. [Among chymifts.] Aflies or fait baked or fried 
together with fand. Did. 

Frith, n.f [fretum, Latin.] 

1. A ftrait of the fea where the water being confined is rough. 

What defp’rate madman then would venture o’er 
The frith , or haul his cables from the fhore ? Dryd. Vlrg> 
Batavian fleets 

Defraud us of the glittering finny fvvarms 

That heave our friths , and crowd upon our fhores. Thomjon. 

2. A kind of net. I know not whether this ienfe be now 

retained. . 

The Wear is a frith, reaching through the Ofe, from the 
land to low water mark, and having in it a bunt or ccd wit 
an eye-hook ; where the fifn entering, upon their coming back 
with the ebb, are ftopt from iffuing out again. Cam v. 

FritFllary. n.f. [fritillaire, French.] A plant. 

The flower confifts of fix leaves, and is of the bell-ffiaped 
lily flowers, pendulous, naked, and, for the moft part, c e- 
quered: the ftyle of the flower becomes an oblong fruit* 
divided into three cells, and filled with flat feeds, lying ,n a 
double row : the root confifts of two fiefhy knobs, for * e 
moft part lemi-globular, betwixt which arifes the 

ltalk. . , Ml,er y 

Fri'tinancy. n.f [from fritinnio , Latin.] The feream 
an infe£t, as the cricket or cicada. r 

The note or fritinancy thereof is far more {brill than tha 0 
the locuft, and its life fhort. Brown's P ulgar Ei t ouTS - 

FRPTTER. n.f. [friture, French.] 

1. A fmall piece cut to be fried. 

Maids, fritters and pancakes ynow fee ye make ; 

Let Slut have one pancake for company fake. Tujj. R uS • 

2. A fragment ; a fmall piece. g efl ^ 
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Senfd and putter! have I lived to ftand in the taunt of one 
that makes fritters of Englifti ! Shak. Merry Wives of IVindf. 

If you ltrike a folid body that is brittle, as glafs or fugar, 
it breaketh not only where the immediate force is, but break- 
eth all about into fhivers and fritters ; the motion, upon the 
preffure, fearching all ways, and breaking where it findeth 
the body weakeft. Bacon s Natural Riftory. 

The ancient errant knights 
Won all their ladies hearts in fights ; 

And cut whole giants into fritters , 

"Fo put them into amorous twitters; Hudibras, p. iii; 

3. A theefecake ; a wigg. Ainfwortb. 

To Fitter, v. a. [from the noun.] 
j. 'Fo cut meat into fm 11 pieces to be fried. 

2. To break into fmall particles or fragments. 

Joy to great chaos ! let divifion reign! 

My racks and tortures foon fhall drive them hence. 

Break all their nerves, and fritter all their fenfe. Dunciad 

How prologues into prefaces decay, 

And thefe to notes are fritter'd quite away. Pope's Dunciad. 
FRFVOLOUS. adj. [ frivolus, Latin ; frivole , Fr.] Slight ; 
trifling ; of no moment. 

It is frivolous to fay we ought not to ufe bad ceremonies of 
the church of Rome, and prefume all fuch bad as it pleafeth 
themfelves to diflike. Hooker , 

Thefe feem very frivolous and fruitlefs ; for, by the breach of 
them, little damage can come to the commonwealth. Spenfer. 

She tam’d the brinded lionefs. 

And fpotted mountain pard ; but fet at nought 

The frivolous bolt of Cupid. Milton. 

Thofe things which now feem frivolous and flight. 

Will be of ferious confequence to you, 

When they have made you once ridiculous. Rofcommon. 
All the impeachments in Greece and Rome feem to have 
agreed in a notion they had of being concerned, n point of 
honour, to condemn whatever perfon they impeached, how- 
ever frivolous the articles, or however weak the furmifes, 
whereon they were to proceed in their proofs. Swift. 

I will not defend any miftake, and do not think myfelf 
obliged to anfwer every frivolous objection. Arbulhnot . 

Fri'volousness. n.f. [from frivolous.] Want of importance; 
triflingnefs. 

Fri'volously. adv . [from frivolous ;] Triflingly ; without 
weight. 

ToFrizle. v. a . [ f ifer , Fr.] To curl in fhort curls like 
nap of frieze. 

Th’ humble fhrub 

And bufh, with fried d hair implicit. ATilton's Par ad. Loft. 
They frizled and curled their hair with hot irons. Hakewill. 

I doff’d my fhoe, and fwear 

Therein I fpy’d this yellow frizled hair. Gay's Pcftorals. 

Fri'zler. n. f [ from frizle.] One that makes ihort curls. 
FRO. adv. [of pj\a, Saxon.] 

1. Backward ; regreffively. It is only ufed in oppofition to the 
Word to-, to and fro, backward and forward. 

The Carthaginians, in all the long Punick war, bavin* 
fpoiled all Spain, rooted out all that were affe&ed to the Ro- 
mans ; and the Romans, having recovered that country, did 
cut off ail that favoured the Carthaginians: fo betwixt them 
both, to and fro, there was fcarce a native Spaniard left. Sped. 

As when a heap of gather’d thorns is caft, 

Now to, now fro, before th’ autumnal blaft, 

Together clung, it rolls around the field. Pope's OJxfTev 

2. It is a contraction of from : not now ufed. 

They turn round like grindleiiones, 

Which they dig out fro' the delves. 

For their bairns bread, wives and felves. Ben FoLnlnr, 
Frock, n.f. [free, French.] j0bnj0ftm 

I. A drefs; a coat. 

That monfter, euftom, is angel yet in this* 

That to the ufe of actions fair and good, 

He like wife gives a frock or livery, 

That aptly i s put on Shakefpeare's Hamid. 

Chalybean temper d fteel, and frock of mail 
Adamantean proof Milton’s Agonijles, l. i 2 q 

2- A kind of cl ofe coat for men. 6 J 5 

O a v 1 ? r T my b °r y of my {he P herd ’ s frock . Drvden 

£ A kind of gown for children. vryaen. 

Frog. n. f. [pro^a, Saxon.] 

*• A fmall animal with four feet, living both hv land and , 

r^tc“v^ fma " ^ 

Jr T ° m ’ that 6atS thC the toad, the tod- 

Aurtcr is drawn with a pot or 
with which fhall defeend fris /“T 8 n Wa ‘ er ’ 

£ ^ holl °w part of the hoife’s hoof. “ Draw '"Z- 

FroCJ h n j'r [ /7 “ d .*y i An herb - Alnfworth. 

WcgrLT V? g f 7 kind of dfwsrtb. 

■ [ f 7 / ni g 7 f V A ki " d ^ herb/ 

Froise I r r / f \ l V s aml A plant. 

f L^om the French/r«J f r. as the pancake is crifped 
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or crimpled in frying.] A Ici rid of food made by frying Bacoii 
inclofed in a pancake. 

FRO'LICK. adj. [vrolijek, Dutch.] Gay ; full of levity ; full 
of pranks. 

We fairies, that do rurl 
By the triple Hecate’s team, 

From the prefence of the fun j 
Following darknefs like a dream, 

Now act frolick: Shakefpeare's Midfum: Night's Dream . 

Whether, as fome fages fing. 

The frolick wind that breathes the Springj 
Zephyr with Aurora playing; 

As he met her once a Maying ; 

There on beds of violets blue, 

And frefti-blown rofes waffl’d in dew. 

Fill’d her with thee a daughter fair, 

So buxom, blithe, and deborinair. Miltoiu 

Who ripe, and frolick of his full-grown age. 

Roving the Celtick and Iberian fields. 

At laft betakes him to this ominous wood. Milton : 

The gay, the frolick, and the loud. Waller. 

Fro'lick. n. f [from the adjedlive.] A wild prank ; a flight 
of whim and levity. 

He would be at his frolick once again; 

And his pretenfions to divinity. Rofcommon. 

Alcibiades, having been formerly noted for the lik e fro icks 
and excurfions, was immediately accufed of this. Swift . 

While rain depends, the pcnlive cat gives o’er 
Pier frolicks, and purfues her tail no more. Swifts 

Fo Fro'lick. v. n. [from the noun.] To play wild pranks ; 
to play tricks of levity and gaiety. 

Then to her new love let her gel. 

And deck her in golden array ; 

Be fineft at ev’ry fine fliow, 

And frolick it all the long day. Rowel 

Fro'lickl y. adv. [from fr .lick.] Gaily; wild’y. 

Fro licksome. adj. [from frolick ] Full of wild gaietv. 
Frg'licksomeness. n.f [from frolick fome.] Yj.Defs of 

gaiety ; pranks. 

Fro'l:cksomely. adv. [ from froliMme. ] With wild 
gaiety. 

From. prep, [pjiam, Saxon and Sccttifli.J 

1 . Away ; noting privation. 

Your flighting Zu!ema, this very hour 
FV ill take ten thoufand lubjeefts from your power, Dvydens 
In fetters one the barking porter t; d. 

And took him tremblingyhwz his fov’reign’s fide. Dryderii. 

Clarifla drew, with tempting grace, 

A two-edg’d weapon from the ffiining cafe. Pope. 

2. Noting reception. 1 

W hat time would fpare from fteel receives its date. Pope , 

3. Noting proceffiori, defeent, or birth. 

I hus the hard and ftubborn race of man 
^.animated rock and flint began. Blackmon's Creation. 
i he fong began /ram Jove. Lhyden. 

Succeeding kings rile from the happy bed. Irene 

4. Noting tranfmiffion. 

1 he mefiengers from our After and the king. Shake fp. 

5. Noting abftradtion ; vacation from. 

I fiiall find time 

F? cm this enormous ftate, and feek to give 

a Txr°i^ €S f b ?i r r 5 mc die$. Shakefpearfs King Lear . 

o. v\ ith to following; noting fucceffion. 

Thefe motions we mult examine from firft to laft, to find 
cut what was the form of the earth. Burn. Theo. of the Earth. 
He bid her from time to time be comforted. Adclif. Speitat. 
7 * Gut of; noting emiffion. 

When the moft high 
Eternal Father, from his fecret cloud 
Amidft, in thunder utterd thus his voice. Milt: Par, Lofl; 
c- P* erc ’d with pain, fhe {hook her haughty head, 
b!gh d from her inward foul, and thus the faid. Dryd. JEn. 
o. Noting progrefs fi;om premises to inferences. 

If an objection be not removed, the conclufion of expe- 
nence from the time paft to the time prefent will not be found 
and perfea. , Bacon's War with Spain. 

This is evident from that high and refined morality, which 
ftjned forth m fome of the ancient heathens. South's Sermons. 

9. Noting the place or perfon from whom a meffase is brought 

bridge kln § ' s comi,l g’ f ^ / <*uft fpeak witlChim from the 
bridge How now, Fluellen, cam'ft thou from the bridge? 

10. Out of: noting extracTon. Shak ^'s Hcnr/V. 

From high Meonia’s rocky fhores I came, 

II ism y name - *Mf Ovid. Met. 

effta ‘ U g 6 reafou or motive of atl ait 


You are good, but from a nobler caufe ; 

xrm 1 .. K 1 1 


V}iv\ f° U l ^ wn knowledge, not from nature’s laws. Dryden 

of *e latt7 at fk thfe S 'r ry °f od from the confiderat on 

^e fieken ■ Tl W m > Sermon + . 

e 11c ken loo nfrom her contagious care ; + 

brieve for her forrows, groan for her defpair. Prior. 

Relaxations 




